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Live, Learn,
Explore India
Getting involved in the 2020 Victorian
Young Leaders to India pilot program
The Victorian Young Leaders to India (VYL India) pilot program offers a life-changing
three-week overseas Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) and
cultural immersion program for 40 Year 9 students and accompanying teachers.

The program is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
for students and teachers to live and learn in an
Indian school setting, explore historical sights,
and form lifelong friendships with their Indian
peers.
The program combines intercultural learning,
engagement in STEM and an exploration of
community and social enterprise projects in
India. Students will get the opportunity to focus
on their personal development and leadership
skills in the world’s fastest growing economy.

The initiative contributes to making Victoria
the Education State by equipping all students,
regardless of their background or circumstance,
with the personal and practical skills to live the
lives they want to live, and get the jobs they
need.
This exciting new initiative is based on the
award-winning Victorian Young Leaders to
China program which has enabled over 1400
students and 150 teachers to live, learn and
explore in China.

Benefits for students

Benefits for teachers

Benefits for schools

The VYL India pilot program is
designed to prepare students to
live and work as global citizens and
future leaders in an increasingly
interconnected world. The program
will see students attend school in
India, where they will experience daily
life as a student in an Indian school,
and discover India’s thriving culture,
from the traditional to the modern.

The VYL India pilot program also
offers significant benefits to teachers,
including:

The VYL India pilot program offers
unique benefits to schools, including:

The program will have a genuine
impact on students’ learning and
aspirations. Students will return
with a heightened understanding
of contemporary India, its culture
and history, and its educational and
political landscape. Students will also
return with increased confidence
and will have developed a broader,
international perspective on their
future careers.

•

•

increased critical and analytical
approaches to professional
practice

•

enhanced knowledge about
teaching and learning in a school
overseas
new knowledge and skills for
international people-to-people
engagement

•

improved capacity to build
international partnerships

•

new insights about and
understanding of the social and
cultural diversity of India

•

increased knowledge and
intercultural understanding

•

a desire for further personal and
professional learning.

•

providing students and teachers
with a lived experience of global
learning and engagement

•

building pride and confidence in
schools within the community

•

offering the opportunity to
exchange and learn from Indian
schools

•

an improved ability to embrace
diversity in partnership with the
broader local community.

KEY INFORMATION AND DATES
Program
duration

3 weeks in India, plus pre-departure and post-program phases

Eligibility

Victorian students enrolling in Year 9 in 2020
One teacher to accompany up to seven students from each school
Schools must meet selection criteria

Travel dates

September 2020

Costs

$3000 per student
Up to 35% of places to be fully funded by the Department (conditions apply)

How to apply

Applications from schools for the 2020 program close 25 October 2019
Schools submit completed forms to: vyl.india@edumail.vic.gov.au

Costs

How to apply

The VYL India pilot program is funded
through a co-contribution model, with
parents contributing $3000 per student and
the Department funding the balance of the
core program costs. To reduce the effect of
disadvantage, up to 35% of places will be fully
funded by the Department for students whose
parent / guardian holds a current healthcare or
pensioner concession card naming the student.

Application forms for the 2020 program
are available online and must be submitted
via email to: vyl.india@edumail.vic.gov.au
Applications close Friday 25 October 2019.

The Department funds core program costs for
the accompanying teacher, noting that any
teacher replacement cost is the responsibility of
the participating school. .
Any incidental costs (e.g. passports, token gifts
and spending money) are the responsibility of
the participating students and teachers.
Core program costs include:
•

pre-departure and post program phases

•

travel arrangements, including return
airfares, visas and insurance

•

tuition, accommodation, meals, excursions in
India

•

student uniform and curriculum materials.

Schools are responsible for collecting the $3,000
co-contribution from parents/guardians, to be
paid to the Department (or their representative)
for program delivery.

For more information, visit:VYL India

Promotional Material
Promotional marketing material will be shortly
made available to help you promote the
program to your school community.
For more information, email:
vyl.india@edumail.vic.gov.au

THE PROGRAM IS A ONCE-INA-LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY FOR
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS TO
LIVE AND LEARN IN AN INDIAN
SCHOOL SETTING, EXPLORE
HISTORICAL SIGHTS AND FORM
LIFELONG FRIENDSHIPS WITH
THEIR INDIAN PEERS.

Department of Education and Training
International Education Division
41 St Andrews Pl, East Melbourne 3002
www.study.vic.gov.au
vyl.india@edumail.vic.gov.au

