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Getting involved in the 2020
Victorian Young Leaders to China program
The Victorian Young Leaders to China (VYL China) program is an award winning, six-week in-country
immersion program for Year 9 students. The VYL China program combines language and cultural
learning with personal development and leadership skills and is designed to help prepare young people
to live and work in a more inter-connected global community.
The initiative contributes to Victoria as the
Education State by developing the students’
global perspective and competencies.
Furthermore, this initiative supports the
Victorian Government’s China Strategy Partnerships for Prosperity, by developing
the capabilities and knowledge of students to
engage with Asia.
The program is a life-changing opportunity for
students and teachers to live in and experience
school life in China. Combining language and
cultural learning with personal development and
leadership skills, the program focuses on one of
Australia’s main trading partners, China.
Independent evaluations show that the VYL
China program has had a genuine impact
on students’ learning and aspirations. Past
students have returned with greater confidence
and a broader outlook on their future careers.
By taking part in the 2020 VYL China program
your students will return with a heightened
appreciation of contemporary Chinese culture
and history, as well as its educational and
political landscape.

The VYL China program also positions
participating schools to take full advantage of
emerging opportunities, partnerships and other
developments in international education.
There are also proven benefits for teachers
as the immersion experience the program
presents a unique opportunity for personal
and professional development. They will have
the chance to develop their knowledge and
understanding of the practices used in a high
performing Chinese school, while investigating a
question of educational relevance to them and
their schools.
To provide flexibility and encourage wide
participation across Government, Catholic
and Independent schools, two program
types are available:
•

Statewide program

•

Sister School Partnership program
(two options)

Benefits for students

Benefits for teachers

Benefits for schools

The VYL China Program will see
students attend school in China,
where they will experience daily life
as a student. They will develop their
language skills and an understanding
of Chinese culture and history.

The VYL China Program also offers
significant benefits to teachers,
including:

The program:

The program will have a genuine
impact on students’ learning and
aspirations. Students will return
with a heightened understanding
of themselves and confidence as
learners. Students will also return with
a broader perspective on their future
careers.

PROGRAM
OPTIONS

•

knowledge about teaching and
learning in a high performing
Chinese school

•

increased intercultural
understanding and capability

•

increased knowledge and
understanding of Chinese culture
and society

•

opportunities for professional
learning that promotes reflection
and development of their
classroom practice

•

a desire for further personal and
professional learning.

STATEWIDE PROGRAM

SISTER SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
(INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL
MODEL)

•

accelerates students’ leadership
and citizenship capabilities,
empowering them to act as strong
role models for other students

•

provides opportunities to partner
and learn from high-performing
schools in China

•

acts as a catalyst for school
community support in global
learning and engagement,
particularly for intercultural
capability and language learning.

SISTER SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
(CLUSTER SCHOOL MODEL)

Program
eligibility

Victorian secondary schools
offering Chinese as a second
language
(Year 9 level in 2020)

Victorian secondary schools
with an active sister-school
partnership in China

Victorian secondary
schools with an active
sister-school partnership in
China, clustering with other
secondary schools

Program
duration

Six weeks in China

Four to six weeks in China

Four to six weeks in China

Travel
dates

Intake 1: March/April 2020
Intake 2: October/November
2020

Participating Victorian
schools determine dates of
their program

Participating Victorian
school clusters determine
dates of their program

Key dates

Applications close 20 August 2019

Contact
information

Email: vylc@edumail.vic.gov.au

Costs

How to apply

The VYL China program is funded through a
co-contribution model, with parents/guardians
contributing $3000 and the Department funding
the balance of the core program costs. To
reduce the effects of disadvantage, up to 35% of
places will be fully funded by the Department for
students whose parent/guardian holds a current
healthcare or pensioner concession card naming
the student.

Application forms for all 2020 programs are
available online, and must be submitted as a
PDF to vylc@edumail.vic.gov.au. Applications
close Tuesday 20 August 2019.

For the Statewide program, the Department
funds core program costs for the accompanying
teacher, noting that any teacher replacement
cost is the responsibility of the participating
school.
Core program costs include:
•

pre-departure and post-program phases

•

travel arrangements, including return
airfares, visas and insurance

•

accommodation, meals, activities and
excursions in China

•

student uniform and curriculum materials.

Any incidental costs (e.g. passports, token gifts
and spending money) are the responsibility of
the participating students and teachers.
For the Sister School Partnership programs, the
Department contributes $3900 per student and
$6900 per teacher.

For further information, visit: VYL China

Promotional Material
Promotional marketing material is available
on the above website to help you promote the
program to your school community.
For more information, email:
vylc@edumail.vic.gov.au

THE VYL CHINA PROGRAM
ACCELERATES STUDENTS’
LEADERSHIP AND CITIZENSHIP
CAPABILITIES, EMPOWERING
THEM TO ACT AS STRONG
ROLE MODELS FOR
OTHER STUDENTS.

